Newsletter of the Northeast Ohio Database Users Group
Sheryl M. Larsen Examines SQL Performance in February Education Meeting
Happy New Year! Start your 2011 with database education! NEODBUG is proud to again bring
you an internationally-known speaker for our February education meeting: Sheryl M. Larsen. Sheryl will
present an all-day class on “SQL Performance in 2011 for the z/OS Audience” on
Thursday, February 17, 2011 at the Crowne Plaza Cleveland South in Independence.
This seminar divulges discoveries and recommendations from various SQL
performance review assignments. Come see if you have similar SQL performance issues and get the instructions on how to fix them. Issues discussed include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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This class is all about taking the develwww.ibm.com
oper from Version 8 competency to DB2 10 competency in the area of application development.
There is a quick review of the past SQL enhancements and then this
seminar emphasizes what new questions DB2 can answer very efficiently, as well as all the new SQL, index and optimization enhancements available for DB2 9 & 10.
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Sheryl M. Larsen is president and founder of Sheryl M. Larsen, Chairman’s Corner page 4
Inc. (www.smlsql.com), a consulting practice specializing in DB2 systems analysis and advanced education. She is an internationallyUpcoming Database
recognized researcher, consultant and lecturer, specializing in large
Events - page 5
scale DB2 systems and is known for her extensive expertise in optimizMeeting Agenda - page 7
ing SQL. Sheryl has over 25 years experience in DB2, has published
many articles and co-authored a book DB2 Answers (Osborne-McGrawNEODBUG Meeting RegHill, 1999). She was voted into the International DB2 Users Group
istration is Online, Now (IDUG) Speaker Hall of Fame in 2001. Currently, she is President of the page 8
Midwest Database Users Group (www.mwdug.org), a member of IBM’s
DB2 Gold Consultants program and an inaugural member of IBM’s Data Champion program 2009-2010.
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non-optimal index design
access paths gone wild
Stage 2 predicates
misuse of SQL
excessive sorting
delayed filtering
lack of implementation of new SQL features

*

*

*

So join us on February 17 for a great day of SQL knowledge, for application programmers and database administrators alike! Registration information (including how to
get a discounted registration fee) can be found elsewhere in this issue.

Win an iPad for Attending NEODBUG Meetings! See Page 3.
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NEODBUG Treasurer’s Report
By Alan Solnick
NEODBUG's year-end financial report for 2010 is listed below. After taking a one-time depreciation deduction for our projector, we started 2010 with a net worth of $18,553.97.
ASSETS
Money Market Account
Checking Account
TOTAL ASSETS

$ 12,500.87
$ 6,485.16

LIABILITIES
Membership Prepayment
TOTAL LIABILITIES

$

$ 18,986.03

0.00
$

NET WORTH

$ 18,986.03

2010 INCOME
Corporate Memberships
Feb Education Meeting
May Meeting
August Meeting
November Meeting
Interest
Membership Prepayment
TOTAL INFLOWS

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

2010 EXPENSE
Feb Education Meeting
May Meeting
August Meeting
November Meeting
Web-site/ Overhead
TOTAL OUTFLOWS

$
$
$
$
$

NET INCOME

0.00

1,195.00
6,566.00
740.00
2,547.93
1,210.00
115.48
480.00
$ 12,854.41

5,975.60
1,236.00
1,678.20
2,840.86
691.69
$ 12,422.35
$

432.06

In 2010, NEODBUG had a net income of $432.06. This was due mostly to the generosity of CA
who paid for lunch at the May meeting and from the cost-conscious actions of the NEODBUG board.
Corporate membership invoices have been mailed to the contact person at each company. Contact and mailing list names (including e-mail addresses) are on the back of the invoice and need to be
filled out and returned with the invoice so we can keep our newsletter mailing database current. If your
contact person has not yet received your invoice, please call me at 216-514-4435 or e-mail me so I could
e-mail you a new one. Memberships will be late and will increase if received after 03/15/2011.
Good news for our attendees. The NEODBUG board has decided to reduce the cost to attend
our three regular meetings. Corporate members will be charged $20.00 per person pre-registration / $30
at-the-door while non-corporate members will be charged $30.00 per person pre-registration/ $40 at-thedoor. As you can see, corporate memberships provide a discount, so please be diligent in sending them
in.
Alan P. Solnick
Treasurer
alan.solnick@mmoh.com
216-514-4435
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Win an iPad for Attending NEODBUG Meetings!
The NEODBUG Board of Trustees unanimously voted to offer IT professionals an extra added
incentive to attend our meetings in 2011: an Apple iPad!
Here’s how it works: each time you
attend a NEODBUG meeting in 2011 (in
February, May, August and November),
you will receive a chance to win. You
must be a paid attendee and check in at
the registration table at the meeting. “Noshow” registrations are not eligible.
So, if you are a faithful attendee of
our meetings, you can receive up to four
chances to win the iPad!
We will draw the winner at the November,
2011 quarterly meeting from
www.apple.com
amongst all entries—the winner does not
need to be present at that meeting. Odds of winning depend upon the number of total meeting attendees. Members of the NEODBUG Board of Trustees are not eligible.

NEODBUG New Addresses
NEODBUG has moved! We have set up a post office box to receive our “snail mail” and new
email addresses for electronic communication.
NEODBUG
P.O. Box 221331
Beachwood, OH 44122-0997
This is where you should mail your corporate membership and meeting registration fees.
info@neodbug.org—You should use this email address for any questions or comments
to NEODBUG. You may receive a reply from this address.
neodbug@neodbug.org—You will receive our newsletter as well as other emails via this
address.
register@neodbug.org—When you use the online registration system at
www.neodbug.org to register for our meetings, you will receive a confirmation back via this address.
You can also mail to this address if you have any questions or additional information about registration
for our meetings.

2011 DISCOUNT PRICE—NEODBUG QUARTERLY MEETINGS
(MAY, AUGUST, NOVEMBER):
$20—in advance, if your company is a NEODBUG member
$30—at-the-door, if your company is a NEODBUG member
$30—in advance, if your company is NOT a NEODBUG member
$40—at-the-door, if your company is NOT a NEODBUG member
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Chairman’s Corner
By Michael James
I hope all of you had a great holiday season. This year, it was especially difficult for me to come
back after vacation (I took a week off – it was great). And the Browns are (not) in the playoffs again and we
lost our last four games! Oh well, there’s always next year! We have a new coach coming in, though.
Sound familiar? The Cavs? We are a lottery team waiting to happen. Too many injuries, and not enough
experience left. Oh well, looks like one of our teams has a chance to reach the promised land – Cleveland
State! At least the weather has been more mild in 2011, so far.
Once again, I feel honored to be returning as a member of the Board of Trustees and Chairman of
NEODBUG for 2011. I will work hard to continue the fine work performed by the last year’s Board. I want to
thank the members of 2010's Board of Trustees for all of their hard work.
The Year in Review
There was a lot accomplished during last year. In 2010, NEODBUG hosted presentations covering
DB2 with an eye towards V10 and continued our coverage of any database product able to reside in mixed
environments.
For our February education meeting, we brought in Susan Lawson. Susan, an IBM Gold Consultant
for DB2 and author of many books, presented “DB2 z/OS High Performance Design and Tuning Platform: Including V9" and "Table and Index Design for High Performance". The pricing for this class was at a
large discount for our membership.
In May, we invited Bob Harbus from IBM and Bill Arledge from BMC Software to speak to you. Bob
began our day with “Upgrading to DB2 9.7 for Linux, UNIX, and Windows - What You Need to Know”, and
followed this with “DB2 pureScale - Reducing the Risk and Cost of Business Growth by Providing Unlimited
Capacity, Continuous Availability, and Application Transparency.” In the afternoon, Bill presented “DB2's
Distributed Data Facility - In a Nutshell” and “411 on the DB2 Directory (Exploring the DB2 Directory).”
In August, Rich Wolfson of CA and Bob Coppedge/Doug Tombow of Simplex-IT were our speakers.
Rich started our day with a talk titled “Harnessing the Power of the DB2 Logs”. He followed this with “RTS
is Your Friend – Optimize DB2 Housekeeping.” Bob and Doug talked about “SQL Server 2008 R2” and
“SQL Server and BI”.
November’s meeting brought our annual elections, and our membership approved the slate of candidates that was presented. As far as the education part of the agenda, we invited John Campbell from
IBM’s Silicon Valley Lab to present for the whole day. John’s first presentation was: “DB2 10 for z/OS, a
Technical Overview”, then “Hard Lessons from Customer DB2 Health Check Studies.” After lunch, John
spent the afternoon talking about: “DB2 System Performance Tuning.”
From The Board of Trustees
This year, NEODBUG will continue to improve the offerings that we provide for members of the organization.
All of our efforts to cut our expenses have been successful—our financials have remained strong.
With the economy struggling, the Board of Trustees decided we could help out a little by rolling back our
meeting fees:
Employees of member companies - $20 preregistered, $30 at-the-door registrations
Employees of non-member companies - $30 preregistered, $40 at-the-door registrations
The Board of Trustees voted to continue to have our meetings at the Crowne Plaza Cleveland South
in Independence. Feedback from our meetings shows that our membership likes the change.
Our February 17th meeting will be our education meeting. The pricing for this class is at a special
(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4) Chairman’s Corner

discounted price for NEODBUG members. While we normally use the profit from this meeting to help postpone any future increases in our fees, this year we again decided that it was more important to offer a lower
fee for the class NOW! This year, we are bringing in Sheryl M. Larsen of Sheryl M. Larsen, Inc. to give a full
day of SQL training (see cover story).
The cost for the meeting is:
Employees of NEODBUG member companies: $199 in advance, $225 at-the-door.
Employees of non-member companies: $225 in advance, $250 at-the-door.
We are offering two ways to reduce the cost of this session. First, there is a $40 credit offered for
every fifth preregistered attendee from the same company. Second, if you have coupons for prepaying
2011 meetings fees, you can apply one of them for $20 off the price of the class.
iPad Giveaway
This year, for every meeting you attend, you will receive one chance to win an iPad to be given away
in a drawing at the November, 2011 meeting. Attend all four meetings, receive four chances to win! You do
not need to be present at the November meeting to win.
NEODBUG Online
Check out www.neodbug.org. We have upgraded the website and now provide more functionality,
including online registration. Watch for the latest NEODBUG and other database information on the site.

(Continued on page 6)

Upcoming Database Events
Date

Organization

City

1/21/2011

Northeast Ohio Oracle Users Group (NEOOUG) Meeting

Independence, OH

2/13-18/2011

The Data Warehouse Institute (TDWI) World Conference - Building an Enterprise Data
Strategy

Las Vegas, NV

2/17/2011

Northeast Ohio Database Users Group (NEODBUG) Education Meeting
With Sheryl M. Larsen

Independence, OH

3/15/2011

Enterprise Architecture and Data Warehousing 2011

New York, NY

3/20-23/2011

InterSystems Global Summit 2011

Orlando, FL

4/3-7/2011

Enterprise Data World Conference 2011

Chicago, IL

4/3-8/2011

TDWI World Conference - Performance Management

Washington, DC

4/10-14/2011

COLLABORATE 11 - Technology and Applications Forum for the Oracle Community Oracle Applications Users Group (OAUG)

Orlando, FL

5/2-6/2011

International DB2 Users Group (IDUG) North America Conference

Anaheim, CA

5/11-13/2011

Professional Association for SQL Server (PASS) SQLRally 2011

Orlando, FL

5/16-19/2011

Microsoft tech.ed North America 2011

Atlanta, GA

5/19/2011

NEODBUG quarterly meeting

Independence, OH

6/6-10/2011

TDWI World Conference - Validating Your BI/DW Direction

Chicago, IL

8/7-12/2011

TDWI World Conference - Evolving Your Agile BI Environment

San Diego, CA

8/18/2011

NEODBUG quarterly meeting

Independence, OH

10/2-6/2011

Oracle OpenWorld

San Francisco, CA

10/10-14/2011

PASS Summit

Seattle, WA

10/3011/4/2011

TDWI World Conference - Emerging Technologies 2012

Orlando, FL

11/13-17/2011

CA World

tba

11/14-18/2011

IDUG EMEA (Europe, Middle East, Asia) Conference

Prague, Czech Republic

11/17/2011

NEODBUG quarterly meeting

Independence, OH
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Communication
We will continue to issue email blasts with information about the upcoming meetings, events, IDUG
information, etc. This is the only way we will be communicating with you, so if you have not given us your
email address, please let us know that you would like to be added to that list. Just send an email to
info@neodbug.org and request to be added.
Remember, your registration for any meeting is not confirmed until we receive payment. If payment
is not received before the meeting, you will be charged the at-the-door rate. We are required to pay for reserved but unused lunches and must guarantee the number of attendees to the hotel three business days
prior to the meeting.
Please note that we have changed our email and postal addresses.
All inquiries, questions and requests should be made to info@neodbug.org.
All registrations should be sent to register@neodbug.org.
Our new mailing address is: PO Box 221331
Beachwood, OH 44122-0997
Kudos
Remember, NEODBUG is still the only independent area users group dedicated to presenting information about heterogeneous database environments.
None of these accomplishments or great meetings could have occurred without the support and
assistance of the 2010 Board of Trustees. I would like to especially commend the efforts of Kirk Bailey, Jim
Budka, Bob Vargo and Sue Birgeles for their relentless efforts to provide exceptional programs at each and
every quarterly meeting. I would like to thank Jim Szabo and Al Solnick for their efforts to keep us on track
and under budget during 2010, Bill Moran, Jane Holloway and Don Zamiska for their good council and Phil
Sherman for all of his work on our website. We say goodbye to Sue Birgeles and Jane Holloway who had to
resign due to professional responsibilities. We will miss you! We also said hello to Don Zamiska of Parker
Hannifin, who joined the board during 2010. Your 2011 Board of Trustees is listed on page one of this
newsletter.
Corporate Membership
The primary contact at each member company will be receiving the invoice for 2011 corporate dues.
Please contact Al Solnick to get one if you have not received one before the end of January.
If your company is reluctant to purchase a NEODBUG corporate membership, inform them that this
year, we have reduced our fees for the three quarterly meetings and we are still holding an education event.
Membership also provides special discounts for members at the IDUG conference. There is not a better
deal for DB2 and general database education!
Email us!
If you have any comments about our programs or anything else, please email the Board of Trustees
at info@neodbug.org to share your thoughts and suggestions. We really read your thoughts. Watch for
future NEODBUG newsletters and email blasts. We will keep you informed of events as they unfold.
Our first meeting of 2010 will be our educational event with Sheryl M. Larsen, on Thursday, February
17, 2011 at the Skyline Hotel & Conference Center. The deadline for pre-registration is Monday, February
14th at 12:00 Noon. So don't delay. As always, registration is on a first-come, first-served basis.
I hope all of you can attend.
Michael P. James
NEODBUG Chairman
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February 17, 2011 Education Meeting Agenda

8:30 - 9:00

Registration

9:00 - 9:15

Opening Remarks

Michael James
NEODBUG Chairman

9:15 - 10:30

“SQL Performance in 2011 for the
z/OS Audience—Part 1”

Sheryl M. Larsen
Sheryl M. Larsen, Inc

10:30 - 10:45

Break

10:45 - 12:00

“SQL Performance in 2011 for the
z/OS Audience—Part 2”

12:00 - 1:00

Lunch

1:00 - 2:30

“SQL Performance in 2011 for the
z/OS Audience—Part 3”

2:30 - 2:45

Break

2:45 - 4:00

“SQL Performance in 2011 for the
z/OS Audience—Part 4”

Sheryl M. Larsen
Sheryl M. Larsen, Inc

4:00 - 4:15

Closing Remarks/Door Prizes

Michael James
NEODBUG Chairman

Sheryl M. Larsen
Sheryl M. Larsen, Inc

Sheryl M. Larsen
Sheryl M. Larsen, Inc

Crowne Plaza Cleveland South - Independence
(formerly the Skyline Hotel and Conference Center)
5300 Rockside Road
Independence, Ohio 44131
(216) 524-0700
www.crowneplaza.com/clevelandsouth

Registration fees:
$199—in advance, if your company is a NEODBUG member
$225—at-the-door, if your company is a NEODBUG member
$225—in advance, if your company is NOT a NEODBUG member
$250—at-the-door, if your company is NOT a NEODBUG member
Make checks payable to NEODBUG.
For corporate membership information, contact Al Solnick, treasurer, at 216-514-4435.
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NEODBUG Meeting Registration is Online, Now!
Registration for this and every future NEODBUG meeting will be done by the new online registration system on the NEODBUG website (www.neodbug.org).

From the NEODBUG home page,
note the “special notices” directing you
to the “next meeting” page.

Meeting date, location and agenda can
be found on this page.

Look for and choose the “REGISTER ONLINE” link.

The “registration” page will ask you the same questions our paper form did: company name/address, attendee
names/contact information, number of laptops, etc.
You still need to send us a check by the Friday before the meeting to have the registrations accepted.
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