Newsletter of the Northeast Ohio Database Users Group
Application Developers Have Their Day at the August Quarterly Meeting
We’re in the “dog days of summer”, but you don’t have to “stay” with the database knowledge
you have. NEODBUG has “fetched” you a day of education targeted for the application developers of
northeast Ohio, Thursday August 18 at the Crowne Plaza Cleveland South in Independence.
*

*

*

We will begin the day with Tony Andrews of Themis Inc., presenting “Top 25+
DB2 SQL Tuning Tips for Developers.”
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Most relational tuning experts agree that the
majority of performance problems with applications
accessing a relational database are caused by
poorly coded programs or improperly coded SQL.
Industry experts agree that poorly performing SQL
is responsible for as much as 80 percent of response-time issues. SQL developers should be informed of the many performance issues associated
with the SQL language and the way they design their
programs. It would be especially helpful if more dewww.themised.com
velopers were educated in how to read and analyze
DB2 Explain output. This presentation is complete with many of the
DB2 Version 8 and V9 development and optimization tips. This presentation will allow you to:
• Learn what makes queries and applications perform poorly
• Learn what you can do in your IT shop to improve performance
• Help developers better understand what SQL optimization is about
• Teach developers what to do with table scans
• Teach developers the fundamentals of the DB2 Explain tool
• Teach developers the difference between Stage 1 and Stage 2
predicates
• Teach the developers the difference between indexable and nonindexable predicates
• Learn why filter factors are so important to know
• Learn the top 10 steps to tuning a query or program
• Learn about many of the V8 & V9 features specific to performance
• Learn how the IBM Data Studio can help with tuning
• Leave with many SQL standards and guidelines for development
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Tony Andrews is a Themis consultant and trainer, with more than twenty-three
years experience in the development of relational database applications. Most of this
time, he has provided development and consulting services to Fortune 500 companies
and government agencies. He has written literally thousands of queries and programs
during his development years, and has served as a database analyst. For the last ten

<one vacancy>

(Continued on page 3)

Win an iPad for Attending NEODBUG Meetings! See Page 5.
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NEODBUG Treasurer’s Report
By Alan Solnick
The following are the current financials for NEODBUG as of July 6, 2011.

ASSETS
Checking Account
Money Market Account

$ 7,519.14
$ 12,518.57

Total Assets

$ 20,037.71

LIABILITIES
Membership Prepayment

$

220.00

Total Liabilities

$

220.00

NET WORTH

$ 19,817,71

We had a decent turnout for the May 19, 2011 quarterly meeting with twenty-five paid attendees
from twelve companies.
The following companies/individuals have sent in their corporate or individual memberships. If
you don’t see your company name there, you will have to pay the higher, non-membership registration
fees at the upcoming quarterly meeting. Those that prepaid to send members to NEODBUG meetings
have the number of remaining coupons next to their names. The coupons expire 12/31/2011:

Companies/ Individuals that have paid memberships:
BMC Software
Chris Newton
Dominion Resource Services
Erie Insurance
Jim Szabo
Key Bank
Medical Mutual of Ohio
Mike James
Parker Hannifin
Phil Sherman
Progressive Insurance
Sherwin Williams

(3 Coupons left)

(2 Coupons left)

(3 Coupons left)
(3 Coupons left)

Alan P. Solnick
Treasurer
alan.solnick@mmoh.com
216-514-4435
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(Continued from page 1) August Meeting

years, Tony has been splitting his time between performance and tuning consulting engagements and
training. His primary focus is to teach today’s developers the ways of RDMS application design, development and SQL programming—always with a special emphasis on improving performance. He is a
current IBM Champion and regular speaker at many user group and International DB2 Users Group
(IDUG) events.
*

*

*

After lunch, our first talk will be given by our friend Paul Wirth of IBM. Paul will be giving a presentation entitled “DB2 10 for z/OS Temporal Technology.”
One of the new features of DB2 10 for z/OS causing great excitement is DB2 temporal data management technology which enables firms to track and query historical, current, and future conditions in
a straightforward and efficient manner. The result is a simpler way to implement auditing and compliance initiatives, to pinpoint (and correct) human errors, to ensure the integrity of data over time, and to
assess changing business conditions. Instead of hard-coding greater awareness of time into database
applications, triggers and stored procedures, firms can use simple SQL statements to instruct DB2 to
automatically manage multiple versions of their data as well as track effective dates for changing business conditions, such as insurance coverage, product prices, medical prescriptions and interest rates
on credit cards.
This presentation is designed for architects, database administrators, DB2 Connect support staff
and developers.
Paul Wirth is a senior data management technical professional with IBM Corporation located in
Grand Rapids, Michigan. Paul has been involved in database administration and storage management
for over twenty years, working in database administration with IMS, DB2 and Oracle. He has also
worked extensively with enterprise storage subsystems for both Open Systems and z/OS. Paul is an
IBM Certified Database Administrator for IMS and DB2 for z/OS, Linux, UNIX and Windows.
*

*

*

Our final talk of the day will be given by Keith Tidball and Lori Zaremba from Progressive Insurance, who will present “Application Development Success Stories for DB2 z/OS Performance Issues.”
Performance is a key database requirement, especially in a high availability system like the billing system for Progressive Insurance. This presentation will cover methods we use to monitor and
track DB2 performance and then various solutions we have implemented to address performance issues. Some of our solutions were very simple, yet netted us big performance gains. Other solutions
surprised us by not always working as expected. Come and hear from actual DB2 developers about
some processes that may be able to benefit the systems you support.
Keith is a lead application developer at Progressive, with eleven years of mainframe development experience and eight years experience working with DB2. Lori is also a lead application developer
at Progressive; she has fifteen years experience working with DB2 and three years working with SQL
Server.
This presentation was recently given at the 2011 IDUG North American conference.
*

*

*

So don’t “play dead”, dawg—join us for an exciting day of database education for developersThursday, August 18, 2011 at the Crowne Plaza Cleveland South in Independence.
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Chairman’s Corner
By Michael James
Imagine that it's July (all right, almost August). The Indians have been the surprise of the season so
far and are looking to become buyers rather than sellers before the trading deadline. Quite a change from
the past few years! Let’s hope that doesn’t include our latest All-Stars: pitcher Chris Perez or shortstop Asdrubal Cabrera. The Cavaliers have made another trade–one of our 2nd round picks. What a deal?? It has
been too hot to get out on the golf course lately and the grass is brown and lovely! At least the expectations for the Browns are a big question, as usual. Training camp might even open on July 31st. Yeah,
something to look forward to, again. Seems like it is a yearly event.
At least we can look forward to NEODBUG holding our next quarterly meeting. It is on Thursday,
August 18, 2011. It will be held at the Crowne Plaza Cleveland South in Independence. Even though we are
in the “lazy days of summer,” our agenda committee has not been laying around getting a tan (or maybe
they have). Either way, they did another spectacular job of finding speakers for the August quarterly meeting with some VERY interesting topics. See our “cover story” for more information on the agenda.
I also want to remind you that we are coming up on our annual business meeting in November. This
means the election of trustees to the Board. It's not too early to start thinking about how you can be involved more in the leadership of this organization. We always need some new ideas and assistance with
the duties of the Board. Here's how elections work:
•

Any member of NEODBUG may nominate him/herself by submitting a letter to the Board of Trustees
with a statement of fifty words or less indicating relevant background. We will be accepting nominations at the August quarterly meeting.

•

You may also nominate someone else by submitting his or her name, company name and phone number (if possible). They will be notified by a Board member of the nomination and asked if they have any
interest in joining the Board of Trustees.

•

At the November quarterly meeting, the current Board of Trustees will present to the membership a
slate listing all nominees and will conduct an election for the Board of Trustees for 2012.

•

The Board of Trustees will elect officers at the December Board meeting.

Join the NEODBUG Board of Trustees and have input into the kind of programs and events that are
sponsored by the organization.
...Now that I'm finally on the practice field with the 2011 Cleveland Browns. It is Camp McCoy and
we are just trying to get used to the new offense and defense, not sure who my teammates are going to be.
Don’t know the coaches either, but I just made an open-field tackle on Chansi Stuckey. He dropped the ball
again! No, I am the new rookie point guard for the Cavaliers, just beating out Baron Davis for the position
and I am looking to pass the ball to who? They just got me under the salary cap after the two restricted free
agent signings at just over $25 a game. Oh my! I must be dreaming because they would never pay me
THAT much! And the Indians are only ½ game out of FIRST place. Wow!
So wear your summer/casual attire (shorts, golf shirts and sneakers) to the August meeting. Especially if it is in the 90-degree range like it can be in August. There's no need to be uncomfortable. See you
there!!!!

Michael P. James
Chairman
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Win an iPad for Attending NEODBUG Meetings!
The NEODBUG Board of Trustees unanimously voted to offer IT professionals an extra added incentive to attend our meetings in 2011: an Apple iPad!
Here’s how it works: each time you attend a NEODBUG meeting in 2011 (in February,
May, August and November), you will receive a
chance to win. You must be a paid attendee and
check in at the registration table at the meeting.
“No-show” registrations are not eligible.
So, if you are a faithful attendee of our
meetings, you can receive up to four chances to
win the iPad!
We will draw the winner at the November,
2011 quarterly meeting from amongst all entries—the winner does not need to be present at
www.apple.com
that meeting. Odds of winning depend upon the
number of total meeting attendees. Members of the NEODBUG Board of Trustees are not eligible.

DB2-L News
DB2-L, the main discussion list for the database community focusing on all issues associated
with the DB2 family of products, has moved!
DB2-L is now being administered under the banner of IDUG—the International DB2 Users Group.
If we were a previous DB2-L subscriber, you will have to request a free login at www.idug.org.
Once you have received your ID, you can search the DB2-L archives and configure your receipt
of new DB2-L messages.

Upcoming Database Events
Date

Organization

City

8/7-12/2011

The Data Warehouse Institute (TDWI) World Conference - Evolving Your Agile BI
Environment

San Diego, CA

8/18/2011

Northeast Ohio Database Users Group (NEODBUG) quarterly meeting

Independence, OH

9/14-16/2011

International DB2 Users Group (IDUG) Australasia Conference

Melbourne, Australia

9/16/2011

Northeast Ohio Oracle Users Group (NEOOUG) business meeting

Independence, OH

9/21-23/2011

USA DB2 Symposium

Chicago, IL

10/2-6/2011

Oracle OpenWorld

San Francisco, CA

10/5-7/2011

UK DB2 Symposium

London, England, UK

10/10-12/2011

German DB2 Symposium

Düsseldorf, Germany

10/10-14/2011

Professional Association for SQL Server (PASS) Summit

Seattle, WA

10/30-11/4/2011

TDWI World Conference - Emerging Technologies 2012

Orlando, FL

11/9-11/2011

Nordic DB2 Symposium

Stockholm, Sweden

11/13-17/2011

CA World (CA Technologies)

Las Vegas, NV

11/14-18/2011

IDUG EMEA (Europe, Middle East, Asia) Conference

Prague, Czech Republic

11/17/2011

NEODBUG quarterly meeting

Independence, OH

11/18/2011

NEOOUG business meeting

Independence, OH

1/20/2012

NEOOUG business meeting

Independence, OH
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August 18, 2011 Quarterly Meeting Agenda
8:30 - 9:00

Registration

9:00 - 9:10

Opening Remarks

Michael James
NEODBUG Chairman

9:10 - 10:30

“Top 25+ DB2 SQL Tuning Tips for
Developers” - Part 1

Tony Andrews
Themis, Inc.

10:30 - 10:45

Break

10:45 - 12:00

“Top 25+ DB2 SQL Tuning Tips for
Developers” - Part 2

12:00 - 1:00

Lunch

1:00 - 2:30

“DB2 V10 for z/OS Temporal Technology”

2:30 - 2:45

Break

2:45 - 4:00

“Application Development Success
Keith Tidball &
Stories for DB2 z/OS Performance Issues” Lori Zaremba
Progressive Insurance

4:00 - 4:15

Closing Remarks/Door Prizes

Tony Andrews
Themis, Inc.

Paul Wirth
IBM Corporation

Michael James
NEODBUG Chairman

Crowne Plaza Cleveland South - Independence
5300 Rockside Road
Independence, Ohio 44131
(216) 524-0700
www.crowneplaza.com/clevelandsouth
Registration fees:
$20—in advance, if your company is a NEODBUG member
$30—at-the-door, if your company is a NEODBUG member
$30—in advance, if your company is NOT a NEODBUG member
$40—at-the-door, if your company is NOT a NEODBUG member
Register online at www.neodbug.org. Make checks payable to NEODBUG.
Mail to:

NEODBUG
P.O. Box 221331
Beachwood, OH 44122-0997

For corporate membership information, contact Al Solnick, treasurer, at 216-514-4435.
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NEODBUG Meeting Registration is Online, Now!
Registration for this and every future NEODBUG meeting will be done by the new online registration system on the NEODBUG website (www.neodbug.org).

From the NEODBUG home page,
note the “special notices” directing you
to the “next meeting” page.

Meeting date, location and agenda can
be found on this page.

Look for and choose the “REGISTER ONLINE” link.

The “registration” page will ask you the same questions our paper form did: company name/address, attendee
names/contact information, number of laptops, etc.
You still need to send us a check by the Friday before the meeting to have the registrations accepted:
NEODBUG
P.O. Box 221331
Beachwood, OH 44122-0997
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